MAN'S FLACK IN TIIK rNIYKHSK theory of the origin of the ocean bashus-—their almost complete symmetry with regard to the equator. Both the Atlantic and Pacific basins extend to an equal distance north and south of the equator, an equality which could hardly have been produced by any cau.se not directly connected with the earthen rotation, The polar wan which are eo-terminouH with the two great oceans are very much shallower, and cannot, therefore, be considered as forming part of the true oceanic bamns.
WATKR AH AN KUUAUMKE OF TKMI'KRATURR
The importance of water in regulating the temperature of the earth in HO great that, even if we had enough water on the land for all the wants of plant* and animals, but had no great oeeanx, it in almost certain that the earth could not have produced and KUtttfuned the various forms of life which it now possesses.
The effect of the oeeann IK twofold. Owing to the great specific heat of water, that in, its property of absorbing heat slowly but to a large? amount, and giving it out with equal slowness, the surface-waters* of the oceans and Keas are heated by the mm no that by the evening of a bright day they have become quite warm to a depth of several feet. But ntr ha* much lew* specific heat than water, a pound of water in cooling one degree Ix'ing capable of wanning four pound* of air one degree; but a« air in 770 times ai light an water, it follows that the beat from one cubic foot of water will warm more than $000 cubic feet of air a* much as it cool« itself. Hence tht enormcnw nurfaer of the neai and 0eean»»» the larger part of which b within the tropics, warms theep ocean basins on which, as we have seen, the continuity of life on the earth has largely depended.
